HENRY A. WAXMAN, CALIFORNIA
CHAIRMAN

JOHN D. DINGELL, MICHIGAN

CHAIRMAN EMERITUS
EDWARD J. MARKEY, MASSACHUSETTS
RICK BOUCHER, VIRGINIA
FRANK PALLONE, Jr., NEW JERSEY
BART GORDON, TENNESSEE
BOBBY L. RUSH, ILLINOIS
ANNA G. ESHOO, CALIFORNIA
BART STUPAK, MICHIGAN
ELIOT L. ENGEL, NEW YORK
GENE GREEN, TEXAS
DIANA DEGETTE, COLORADO

VICE CHAIRMAN
LOIS CAPPS, CALIFORNIA
MIKE DOYLE, PENNSYLVANIA
JANE HARMAN, CALIFORNIA
JAN SCHAKOWSKY, ILLINOIS
CHARLES A, GONZALEZ, TEXAS
JAY INSLEE, WASHINGTON
TAMMY BALDWIN, WISCONSIN
MIKE ROSS, ARKANSAS
ANTHONY D. WEINER, NEW YORK
JIM MATHESON, UTAH
G.K. BUTTERFIELD, NORTH CAROLINA
CHARLIE MELANCON, LOUISIANA
JOHN BARROW, GEORGIA
BARON P. HILL, INDIANA
DORIS O. MATSUI, CALIFORNIA
DONNA CHRISTENSEN, VIRGIN ISLANDS
KATHY CASTOR, FLORIDA
JOHN SARBANES, MARYLAND
CHRISTOPHER MURPHY, CONNECTICUT
ZACHARY T. SPACE, CHIO
JERRY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA
BETTY SUTTON, OHIO
BRUCE BRALEY, IOWA
PETER WELCH, VERMONT

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the United States

PHousge of Repregentatives

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE
2125 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6115

Masormy  (202) 225-2927
FacsiMILE  (202) 225-2525
MINORITY  {202) 225-3641

energycommerce.house.gov

October 16, 2009

The Honorable Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D.

Director

National Institutes of Health

JOE BARTON, TEXAS
RANKING MEMBER

ROY BLUNT, MISSOURI

DEPUTY RANKING MEMBER
RALPH M. HALL, TEXAS
FRED UPTON, MICHIGAN
CLIFF STEARNS, FLORIDA
NATHAN DEAL, GEORGIA
ED WHITFIELD, KENTUCKY
JOHN SHIMKUS, ILLINOIS
JOHN B. SHADEGG, ARIZONA
STEVE BUYER, INDIANA
GEORGE RADANOQVICH, CALIFORNIA
JOSEPH R. PITTS, PENNSYLVANIA
MARY BONO MACK, CALIFORNIA
GREG WALDEN, OREGON
LEE TERRY, NEBRASKA
MIKE ROGERS, MICHIGAN
SUE WILKINS MYRICK, NORTH CAROLINA
JOHN SULLIVAN, OKLAHOMA
TIM MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA
MICHAEL C. BURGESS, TEXAS
MARSHA BLACKBURN, TENNESSEE
PHIL GINGREY, GEORGIA
STEVE SCALISE, LOUISIANA

9000 Rockville Pike
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Dear Dr. Collins:

We write to supplement our September 24, 2009, request for information about the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) grant review and award procedures as well as certain grants recently awarded
by the NIH.

As we noted in the September 24 letter, we are concemned that some NIH-sponsored grants may
not be appropriate for the NIH medical research mission. While there may be value in conducting most
of the studies at issue, there are many biomedical research projects competing for NIH financial support.
Thus, we are examining whether the NIH decisions to fund grants reflect the best scientific judgment on
U.S. public health priorities.

In addition to the grants listed in our previous letter, please provide written responses to the
following questions or requests regarding the grant that funded Investigating the Link Between Gun
Possession and Gun Assault (grant number RO1AA013119), which will be published in the November
2009 edition of the American Journal of Public Health, as well as grants listed in the attachment:

1. For each grant listed in the attachment, please explain how the grant relates to the funding
priorities of the relevant NIH Institute or Center.

2. For each grant listed in the attachment, please provide the overall impact score.
3. For each grant listed in the attachment, please list the number of peer reviewers at the initial

peer review meeting and the second level of review who reviewed the grant, the score each
reviewer gave the grant, and the designated “payline” or fundable score.



Letter to the Honorable Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D.
Page 2

4. For each grant listed in the attachment, with regard to the initial peer review meeting during
which the grant in question was reviewed, please identify the number of grants that were
reviewed at that meeting and the number of grants that received a second level of review.

5. (a) To what extent are non-fatal accidents involving guns a public health problem, and why?
(b) To what extent are fatal accidents involving guns a public health problem, and why?
(c) To what extent are non-fatal criminally-inflicted injuries involving guns a public health
problem, and why?
(d) To what extent are criminal homicides involving guns a public health problem, and why?
(e) To what extent are suicides involving guns a public health problem, and why?

6. How much NIH financial support should be devoted to research involving gun violence?

7. Are fatal and non-fatal injuries involving firearms problems best solved by public health
approaches, versus other approaches, and why?

Dr. Collins, the gathering of abstract knowledge by qualified researchers who study
criminal behavior is a laudable endeavor which consistently benefits the American people, often
in ways that the public does not see. And yet we have trouble understanding the administration’s
desire to spend, for example, $642,561 in taxpayer funds to learn how inner city teenagers whose
friends, acquaintances and peers carry firearms and drink alcohol on street corners could show
up in emergency rooms with gunshot wounds. The day-follows-night quality of this question
and its potential answer simply do not seem to justify the expense that would be borne by people
who work and pay their taxes.

We appreciate your further attention to this matter and look forward to receiving your written
response no later than four weeks from the date of this letter. If you have any questions, please contact
Minority Committee staff at (202) 225-3641.

Sincerely,

Greg Wahen

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations

cc: The Honorable Henry A. Waxman, Chairman

The Honorable Bart Stupak, Chairman
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations

Attachment
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